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GOG & MAGOG
It is becoming increasingly difficult to ignore the similarities
between global events and the proph-
ecies of the final conflict that precedes
the promised era of world peace.
Ezekiel's vision of Gog and Magog
centers around an epic war, pitting the
ruler Gog and his allies (Edom) versus
Egypt and its allies (Ishmael). Initially,
these coalitions plan to invade Israel
together, but by divine providence,
the inherent friction between their
faiths and cultures leads to a bloody
war among themselves.

The justice in the ensuing devastation
serves to punish these nations for their
past crimes against Israel and to unveil
God's omnipresent hand and unlim-
ited power. The commentary of Malbim outlines the rationale
for the divine judgment against each nation and traces their
contemporary identities.

After the war, the people of Israel collect the spoils, repur-
posing their enemies’ weapons as fuel and productive tools,
foreshadowing the fulfillment of the prophecy, “And they shall
beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into prun-
ing hooks” (Isaiah 2:4).

Although this prophecy might seem apocalyptic, it is a story
of justice and redemption. The divine judgment and the
subsequent transformation, highlight
God’'s providence and the ultimate
vindication and embrace of His chosen
people, paving the way for complete
redemption and a new era of peace
and unity.

EZEKIEL

Ezekiel was a prophet and priest who
lived during the 6th century BCE. He
was among the Jews exiled to Babylon
following the fall of Jerusalem in 586
BCE. Known for his vivid and often
symbolic visions, Ezekiel's prophecies
address themes of judgment, resto-
ration and the glory of God. His writ-
ings reflect profound spiritual insights
and a deep concern for the moral and religious renewal of his
people.

Ezekiel began his prophetic mission during the Babylonian
exile. His message often involves dramatic and symbolic
actions to convey God's words, emphasizing both divine judg-
ment and the promise of restoration. Combining poetry and
prose, Ezekiel provides detailed descriptions of God's relation-
ship with His people and visions of a future Temple, which will
shine spiritual light and peace throughout the world.



MALBIM

The prophecy of Gog and Magog in the Book of Ezekiel is

a profound and intricate narrative that
alludes to deep and complex themes
through symbolic imagery and subtle
hints. This edition draws on the insights
of Malbim to shed light on the mean-
ing of these prophecies, making the
text more accessible and engaging for
contemporary readers.

Rabbi Meir Leibush ben Yehiel Michel
Weiser, known as Malbim (1809-1879),
is a distinguished Jewish scholar and
commentator whose work has signifi-
cantly impacted Biblical interpretation.
His precise interpretation on the Book
of Ezekiel provides clarity and depth,
bringing the action alluded to in the

cryptic verses alive with meaning and detailed descriptions.

Malbim'’s interpretation on Gog and Magog stands out in
its tracing of biblical names and references to contemporary

nations, in modern geographical
terms. Also, Malbim brings to light
the fascinating friction between
Edom and Ishmael that diverts neg-
ative attention away from Israel and
becomes a channel to mete out divine
justice.

The prophecy of this epic war that
ends all wars highlights the themes
of judgment, redemption and the
ultimate sovereignty of God. By
exploring these prophecies, readers
will gain a deeper understanding of
what they are meant to teach us, and
recognize their startling relevance to
contemporary times.
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n the twelfth year, on the fifteenth day of the

month, the word of the Lord came to me,

telling this prophecy about the future. This is

a vision of the end of days, in the time of the
ruler Gog and Magog, his country.

At the end of times, after Jews have already been living in
the land of Israel, the nations will gather against Jerusalem
to conquer it. The ruler, Gog, from the northern and western
lands, from the uncircumcised nation called Edom, will orches-
trate the invasion. Under Gog's lead will also be the European
descendants of Meshech and Tubal, sons of Japheth (who was
the son of Noah).

Joining in this alliance will be a conglomerate of nations —
Persia, Cush and Put, as well as the house of Togarmah — peo-
ple who accept the faith of Ishmael. They will gather with the
Edomites to conquer the land from the Jewish people.

However, when they come together, given the friction between
the faiths of Edom and Ishmael, chaos will erupt, spiraling into
violence between them. There in the Holy Land, the Lord will
judge them by the sword and with bloodshed, and they will all
fall to ruin. (See Zechariah, Ch. 14.)

This prophecy first addresses Egypt, Assyria and Elam. These
nations adhere to the religion of Ishmael, who practice cir-
cumcision to this day. Then it discusses Meshech, Tubal, Edom,
their kings, as well as the rulers of the north, all of whom are
uncircumcised. Among these two groups of former allies, war
will break out.

The downfall will begin primarily with Egypt, which borders
the land of Israel. They will be the first of the nations to arrive
at the theater of operations — and they will be defeated. The

Assyrians and Persians will then come to avenge their loss, but
they too will all perish.

Regarding this destruction, God told Ezekiel to lament over
the multitude of Egypt and bring it down: O mortal, lament —
along with the children of mighty nations — over the masses of
Egypt, accompanying their descent to the lowest part of the
netherworld, among those who have gone down into the Pit.

Scripture describes here how Egypt is reluctant to face their
doom, because they did not come there to wage war against
Edom. But you, Ezekiel, God tells him, should lament Egypt
and bring it down by force.

After Egypt meets their fate, “the children of mighty nations”
— referring to Edom — will also fall, along with Egypt's allies,
Assyria and Elam.

VERSES 19-20
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The prophecy addresses Egypt’s initial reluctance to engage
with Edom. Ezekiel is told to taunt them, saying: Do you think
you're better and more important that you resist the call to
go down and confront Edom? Down with you and be laid to
rest with the uncircumcised army of Edom, those who will fall
in battle. They shall fall together with you in war between you.

Thus, Egypt will be among them, lying with them dead on the
battlefield. The bodies of those who fall from Egypt will drag
to the Pit those who first drew their sword and gathered their
hordes, referring to the Edomites, who initiated the call to
arms: They will be drawn after you, Egypt, to their doom.

VERSES 21-22
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From the depths of Sheol (the netherworld), the mightiest of
warriors speak on My behalf to Pharaoh'’s allies, Assyria and all






her company. Their voice shall “drag the sword to Hell,” per-
suading them to approach the battlefield to kill the Edomites,
leaving them fallen, slain by the sword. The mighty ones will
notify Pharaoh, saying, “The uncircumcised have fallen and lie
down, slain by the sword.” But the graves of Egypt's allies are
already prepared around them, as they too are all doomed to
die, slain by the sword.

VERSE 23
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The graves of Assyria are already set from before. And these
graves are said to be in the depths of the Pit, for in their midst
are ancient cemeteries of those who fell around Jerusalem in
the days of the Jewish king, Hezekiah.

Assyria gathers to avenge Egypt's losses, but they too are all
slain, fallen by the sword. The divine justice in their demise is
on account of the terror they instilled upon the “land of the
living,” the land of Israel. Assyria exiled the Ten Tribes (of the
Twelve Tribes of Israel) and constantly caused harm to Israel.
Therefore, the time has come to punish them. In the place of
the wicked, there is judgment.

VERSE 24
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There too is the nation of Elam, which refers to Persia and
Media, and all her masses, who gather around the graves of
Egypt to avenge the warriors who perished there. Yet they too
are all slain, fallen by the sword.

Elam will kill many combatants of Edom, orchestrated by God's
providence as a retribution. That is, Elam is destined to mete
out divine justice upon Edom for “striking terror upon the land
of the living,” for destroying the Second Temple and harming
the Jewish people.

But as a result of Elam punishing the nation of Edom, the
people of Elam will also be slain, falling by the sword, for
other Edomite nations will come to avenge the blood of their
brothers.
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Around the graves of Egypt, a resting place shall also be
made for Elam and all its multitude. There they shall be buried
among the slain uncircumcised warriors of the hordes of Gog,
slain by the sword, because they had spread terror in the “land
of the living” and destroyed the Holy Temple.

Elam will bear their disgrace in the lowest part of the neth-
erworld, with those who have met their doom. That is, they
are meant to suffer the posthumous shame of being buried
among the uncircumcised, whom they regard as impure.

VERSE 26
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Now Ezekiel names the uncircumcised nations that Egypt,
Assyria and Elam will fight. They are Meshech and Tubal with
all their multitudes, which comprise the army of Gog, chief
ruler of Meshech and Tubal. The graves of these hordes slain
by the sword will join this deathly scene, because they had
spread terror in the "land of the living” and caused harm to
Israel.

VERSE 27
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But they shall not be buried together with the fallen warriors
of their allies, who went down to Sheol as heroes. That is,
with their weapons of war in hand and their swords laid out






beneath their heads, a royal honor granted to their fallen war-
riors. Rather, they will be buried along with the Ishmaelites,
their enemies.

“And their iniquities shall be upon their bones.” That is, the
decay of their flesh shall not grant them atonement. Instead,
their sin will remain upon their bones. They shall always bear
this punishment, because the terror of their warriors was upon
the “land of the living.”

VERSE 28
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And you, Pharaoh, shall be broken among the uncircumcised
of Meshech and Tubal, and you shall lie among those slain by
the sword, because they too will fall and join the mass grave.

VERSE 29
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Edom and its kings will then arrive at the battlefield, and with
great might they will wage war a second time. This army, for all
its might, shall perish and be buried with those who have gone
down to the Pit, slain by the sword. And they will be buried
separately, with others who are uncircumcised, not with the
Ishmaelites.

Our Sages have taught that Gog and Magog are destined
to wage three wars (which appears to be derived from this
prophecy), squaring three nations off against three. The last
three nations mentioned here will thus battle against the
first three: 1. Egypt will fight against Meshech and Tubal;
2. Assyria will fight Edom; and 3. Elam with fight the princes of
the north.

It is not said of Assyria, however, that they will be buried with
the uncircumcised, because Edom and her kings will be buried
separately, having fought with great valor.

VERSE 30
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Then, all the princes of the north, as well as all the Sidonians,
will be stirred to join the battle, but they will not fight with
determined valor, and they will be defeated by the army of
Elam.

Thus, it says of this final wave of assault from the north that
they “went down in disgrace with the slain in their terror,”
fearful and terrified of war. They are ashamed before their
enemies’ valor, their uncircumcised soldiers lying dead, slain
of the sword of the army of Elam, as it is said, “Among the
slain (troops aligned with Gog), a resting place was made for
her (Elam)” (above Verse 25). These fallen soldiers bear their
disgrace with their enemies, “those who went down to the Pit,”
for they fought without valor.

VERSE 31
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Pharaoh will see his fallen multitudes and find comfort in
what will be said of them, “They are the slain by the sword of
Pharaoh and all his army, declares the Sovereign God.” The
entire war and victory will be attributed to Pharaoh, because
he was the first to enter battle.

VERSE 32
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This prophecy about the fall of many nations in a botched
attack on Israel will “instill the fear and terror of Me in the land
of the living,” as it is said, "And I will be exalted and I will be
sanctified, and I will be known in the eyes of many nations.”
As a result, "Pharaoh and all his multitude will lie among the
uncircumcised with the slain by the sword, declares the Lord,
God.”
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he voice of God came to me and com-
manded, “Turn your face towards Gog of the
land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech
and Tubal, and prophesy against him.”
In the end, nations will gather to battle around Jerusalem. The
Ishmaelites armies of Egypt, Assyria and Elam will take one
side, while Meshech and Tubal, the princes of Edom, and the
kings of the north oppose them. They will engage in bloody
combat on the battlefield and kill each other.

Although the identities of Gog and the land of Magog are
uncertain, he is described as the ruler of Meshech and Tubal,
the uncircumcised descendants of Japheth. Ancient prophe-
cies foretell the arrival of Gog, who will come upon Jerusalem
three times in the end of days. (The first two conquests are
discussed here, and the third appears in Zechariah Ch. 14.)
That is, after Israel settles in the land of Israel and lives there
in peace, Gog will be incited by the Lord Himself, as it says in
this verse, “Behold, I am coming for you, Gog, chief prince of
Meshech and Tubal.”

Edom, the Romans, who were responsible for destroying the
Second Temple, fought alongside Meshech and Tubal as allies
in that conquest. And in the end of days, it is said that the Lord
desires for them to confront the descendants of Ishmael, who
exiled and inflicted suffering upon Israel. God will bring them
down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat, where they will all face
judgement.
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I will turn you around and guide your steps. Thus, the “beast”
will be lured out by My guidance. Be it willingly or by force, I
will lead you, pulling you along with hooks if necessary. Go
assemble your army of valiant horse riders and cavalry, armed
with swords and dressed in full armor.

Alongside them, a great nation of volunteers will join the force.
They will form a massive assembly, carrying shields or bucklers
to defend against the impending swords and bows. They are
all skilled swordsmen ready for battle.

VERSE 5
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On the opposing side, the forces of Ishmael will assemble,
composed of Persia along with Cush and Put. The people of
Persia are the brothers of Elam, Cush are relatives of Assyria,
and Put are relatives of Egypt. (These are the nations refer-
enced in Ch. 32: Egypt, Assyria and Elam.) Each of these war-
riors is equipped with shield and helmet.

VERSE 6
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As the battle rages on and alliances are formed, the uncir-
cumcised people of Gomer and its troops will march along-
side the house of Togarmah from the north (as opposed to
Togarmah, dwelling in the land of Yavan, who are related to
the Ishmaelites, and they will join Egypt on the other side), as
well as a multitude of peoples with Gog, namely, Edom and
all its princes, the northern princes, all of them, and all the
Sidonians.
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Assemble your troops, for a great battle is on the horizon.
Ready yourselves and spread out across the land, preparing
for all possible attacks. Know that among those who gather
against you are the Ishmaelites — Persia, Cush and Put.

But do not fear, because you shall be their guard, protecting
them from harm. For when the Ishmaelites attack Jerusalem,
the Edomites will retaliate against them with force. The
Ishmaelites will be defeated, but the Edomites will then fall
victim to internal conflict. The sword of every man shall turn
against his brother (as referenced above in Chapter 32). So
ready yourselves and stay vigilant, for the future holds great
challenges yet to come.

VERSE 8
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You will be summoned after many days, appointed to receive
punishment for your past deeds that brought evil upon Israel.
In the latter years, you will come to a land that has been
restored, a land with a clear distinction between your arrival

now and in ancient times.

For centuries, Israel has dwelt upon their land, enduring dev-
astation and being scattered among nations. But soon, they
will be restored from the sword and gathered back to their
homeland from all corners of the earth. The desolate moun-
tains of Israel will bloom once more as their people are allowed
to return and settle securely without fear of war. You have no
claim to this land or these people.

VERSE 9
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As you ascend, your presence will be felt in two distinct ways:
like a tempest and like a cloud. With the multitude of horses
and horsemen behind you, it will appear as though a fierce
storm has descended upon the land, ready to darken their
light and claim victory over them. But at the same time, you
will also be like a protective cloud, covering the land with your
army and offering shelter to those not of your own people.

Though Israel may be few in number, your force will be mighty
and overwhelming, appearing as a dark and ominous cloud
that brings rain and covers the land with its vast expanse. It
will be unclear at first whether you come to conquer and exile
the inhabitants of the land, like a tempest, or if your true inten-
tion is to settle and prosper alongside them, like a benevolent
cloud that brings rain and showers of generosity upon all who
live there.

VERSE 10
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This is the decree of the Lord: And it will come to pass on that
day, as you begin your ascent, that you will be unsure of your
own intentions, whether you will set out to destroy the land or
merely seize control and settle its people?

Only when you reach your destination will new ideas surface,
thoughts that had never crossed your mind before. And among
them, a sinister plan will take shape, an evil thought born from
the uncertainty of your journey.

VERSES 11-13
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As you ponder the thoughts that arise in your heart, you may
guestion the necessity of fighting in this land. After all, fame
and honor may not be easily gained in a place that is difficult
to conquer. Thus, you will have to consider:

1. Whether the landscape itself acts as a natural fortress, sur-
rounded by towering mountains, impenetrable rock fortresses,
vast oceans, or raging rivers — or whether you may still have
hope and say, "I will go up to a land of unwalled villages.”

2.If the people who inhabit this land are fierce warriors, always
prepared for battle with their neighboring tribes — even then,
you may confidently decide, “I will come upon those who live
in peace and security,” maintaining that they are not warriors
but pacifists who do not prepare for battle against any adver-
sary, due to their sense of security.

3. When you check to see if their cities are fortified with tow-
ering walls, a formidable barrier against any potential invaders
— you may observe that these cities are not fortified and their
inhabitants live in unwalled towns, lacking bars and gates.

However, do not let these observations deceive you, for your
true intention in coming here is to plunder and pillage. There
are three reasons for this: To collect riches and treasures from
the spoils of war; to lay waste to the rebuilt ruins and deci-
mate any signs of progress; and to subjugate the people who
have gathered from various nations and engage in trade and
commerce, thus making themselves wealthy at the expense of
others.

This trade must be stopped, for it threatens to harm the entire
world, as these traders deal in silver, gold, and precious stones
from Israel. It is necessary to put an end to this exploitation
that has made these cities the center of trade for all nations,
causing imbalance and suffering for those who come to con-
duct business there.

The powerful and wealthy nations of Sheba, Dedan, Tarshish,
and all their magnates will look upon you with suspicion and
fear. They will question your motives for coming to their lands,
wondering if you seek only to strip them of their riches, and
to plunder. The air will be thick with tension as they confront
you, daring you to take what is rightfully theirs — silver, gold,
livestock, and other valuable goods. They will see you as a
greedy invader, ready to seize whatever spoils you can lay
your hands on.

VERSE 14
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Through miraculous wonders and divine intervention, I will
reveal Myself to all as the supreme judge of nations and pun-
isher of transgressors. Therefore, O mortal, speak to Gog, for
there are two prophecies that must be spoken. The first fore-
tells of Israel’s suffering during the destruction of the Second
Temple and their exiles. The second prophecy concerns the
punishment that Gog will receive in the latter days upon the
mountains of Israel.

It is there, on that day, when my people dwell securely, that
you will finally understand what will become of them. And as
it was written (verses 15-16), “You will come from your place
out of the far north and you will confront My people, Israel,
like a cloud.”

Yes, you ascended like a dark cloud seeking to conquer and
rule over them, for the Romans coveted power over Israel
and sought to expand their kingdom. But fear not, for in the
latter days it shall come to pass that those who bring you
onto My land do so not to destroy it, but so that the nations
may know Me, when I am sanctified through you before their
eyes. Because of the wonders I will perform for you, all will
recognize My divinity, how I judge the nations and chastise
the transgressors.
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From the distant, icy north you will emerge, surrounded by a
multitude of people astride powerful horses. A grand gathering
and a formidable army, marching forth under your command.

VERSE 16
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Like a looming storm cloud, you will descend upon My people
Israel, casting a shadow over the land. It shall come to pass in
the days to come, that I will bring you against My land, so that
all nations may bear witness as I sanctify Myself through you,
Gog. The land will tremble at your approach and the skies will
darken with your presence. For you have been chosen as an
instrument of My wrath, and through your actions shall My
power be made known to the world.

VERSE 17
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Thus says the Lord: Are you he, the forgotten king of a long-
lost nation? Gog and Magog, once feared and revered, now
reduced to mere whispers in the winds of time. In those days,
when their names are no longer known, the prophecy will
come to pass and their true identity will be revealed.

This is the fateful moment that has been foretold, when King
Gog will emerge and his intentions will become clear. “In the
latter days, it will be,” proclaims the Lord, “and I will bring you
against My land.” The people will stand witness to this ancient
prophecy being fulfilled before their very eyes. And then they
will know, beyond any doubt, that this is indeed Gog, the one
spoken of by the prophets of old.

“Are you he?" they will ask in wonderment and fear. For centu-
ries the prophets have prophesied about this day, their words
echoing through the years until now, when it all comes to frui-
tion. And the phrase, “the prophets of Israel, who prophesied for
years in those days,” teaches that Gog's arrival may take place
not just once, but twice or three times, as fate dictates.

VERSE 18
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And on that day, the words I spoke in ancient days will come
to pass, as I bring your military expedition against them. As
Gog approaches, My wrath will be unleashed in all its fury. “My
wrath will arise” signifies the intense anger and resentment
that has been brewing within Me due to their past wickedness.
It will now manifest outwardly with righteous force.

VERSE 19
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In a burst of anger and blazing wrath, I have decreed: On that
day, the land of Israel shall be struck by a terrible earthquake,
shaking the very foundations of the earth. My jealousy burns
for My people and the evils done to them by others. Can
you not hear the rumbling, the roaring commotion that will
overtake all on that fateful day? It will be a collective outcry
of indignation, spreading through every corner and touching
every heart.

VERSE 20
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The creatures of the sea, the birds soaring in the sky, the wild
beasts grazing in the fields, and even the smallest creeping






insects on the ground will all tremble before Me. The mighty
mountains will be shaken to their very core, causing cliffs to
crumble and walls to topple as if they were sandcastles. Even
the strongest fortresses will be no match for the power of My
presence.

And every living being, from humans to animals, from those
that crawl on land to those that fly in the air, will feel the
tremors and be filled with fear. The earth itself will seem to
quiver under the force of this great upheaval, echoing the
words spoken by Zechariah: “You shall flee from the noise of
the earthquake, etc.”

This trembling can be taken literally as a powerful earthquake
shaking the earth or it can be seen as a metaphor for the chaos
and destruction that will come upon the world in the last days.
For this is what was foretold by the prophet — a time of great
turmoil and commotion, with wars raging and weapons thun-
dering like an earthquake demolishing mountains. And all of
this was seen by Zechariah in a vision of overwhelming noise
and chaos.

VERSE 21

With steady determination, I will summon the power within
Me, calling forth a tremor that will shake the very foundations
of the mountains. The sword in My hand will lead the charge,
turning these once peaceful peaks into places of carnage and
bloodshed.

But do not be mistaken, for this is all metaphorical. The true
enemy lies within, as this blade represents the internal conflict
between brothers. It is a battle between Edom and Ishmael (as
foretold in great detail above, Ch. 32). With this weapon, I will

bring about destruction and chaos to those who have brought
harm upon My people.

VERSES 22-23
VPNR NMI9X WX W37% 32K QRiY DY DT 13T DK LIV

O ! N VT 00 Ol Q'Y AT AYTINNL N7 TN

The mighty hand of justice shall be dealt, executing punishment
upon Gog. The beginning of this judgment will be marked by
pestilence and blood, natural and common occurrences that
could easily be dismissed as chance or nature’s doing. But in
war, where much blood is shed and disease spreads like wild-
fire among the fallen, these events signify the presence of a
higher power at work.

It is said in a passive voice, as if the judgment itself occurs with
them, for they will still deny the might of His hand. And in the
aftermath, torrential rain and hailstones shall pour down from
the heavens, along with fire and sulfur, divine and miraculous
punishments that will leave no doubt that it is the finger of
God at play.

Then, as if to further prove this point, “I will magnify Myself.”
That is, they will finally recognize the greatness of the Almighty
and how all causes stem from Him alone. Everyone will see
that He is holy and exalted above nature, performing signs
and wonders beyond mortal comprehension. Thus, "And I will
be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know
that I am the Lord.”

With great power and authority, I will exalt Myself and set
Myself apart as holy. My name will be proclaimed among the
nations, and all will come to know thatIam the Almighty Lord.
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od tells Ezekiel, "And you, O mortal, proph-
esy” what was not foretold by prophets
before you. The previous chapter of Eze-
kiel references the prophecies of earlier
prophets, as it says, “Are you the one I spoke of ... in ancient
days through My servants, the prophets of Israel?” (38:17).
But here, God says: I give you a unique, private communi-
cation, to which the prophets before you were not privy.

God orders Ezekiel to tell Gog this divine message, “Behold,
I am against you, Gog, chief prince of Meshech and Tubal,”
a prophecy that foretells how after his downfall, Gog will rise
again with a second wave of strength, regrouping and gather-
ing his troops against Jerusalem.

“And I will turn you around and drive you forward and bring
you up from the far north, and bring you against the moun-
tains of Israel.” Gog will again ascend the mountains of Israel
for battle.

Now, regarding his first military campaign, it says, “And it shall
come to pass on that day, when Gog sets foot on the soil of
Israel” (38:18), indicating that his downfall occurs immediately
upon his arrival at their border and upon their land. But in the
second instance, Gog will reach the mountains of Israel and lay
siege to Jerusalem.

Regarding this assembly of troops, God says, “I will strike your
bow from your left hand, and will cause your arrows to fall
from your right hand,” for then He will wage war against Gog
until he cannot shoot with bow and arrow, as it says, "And
the Lord will go out and fight against those nations” (Zecharia
14:3).

And then, “On the mountains of Israel you shall fall, you and all
your hordes and the peoples with you,” and you shall become
food for all birds of prey and for the beasts of the field: “I will
give you to birds of prey of every sort and to the beasts of the
field to be devoured.”

And then, “You shall fall on the open field.” That is, as they
descend from the mountains, the army gathered against
Jerusalem will be stricken with a plague (as it is written, “Their
flesh shall rot away while they stand on their feet; their eyes
shall rot away in their sockets; and their tongues shall rot away
in their mouths.” —Zechariah 14:12), and they shall fall upon
the open field, “for I have spoken, declares the Sovereign God.”

VERSE 6
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And then "I will send fire,” meaning plague and disease, upon
Magog and among the inhabitants of the islands who dwell
securely. That is, God's vengeance will burn both in Gog's
country, Magog, as well as among those who dwell over-
seas, those who live separately from other people, and dwell
securely. They too will then know and recognize “"that I am the
Lord.”

VERSE 7
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“And I will make My holy name known among My people,






Israel,” for then I will make known to Israel that I am their
leader on the path of holiness, which is exalted beyond and
transcending the natural order.

"And I will not let My holy name be profaned anymore,” saying
that it is beyond My means, until “all the nations know that I
am the Lord, sanctified among Israel,” the One who guides
them with miraculous providence.

VERSE 8

Behold, it is coming. This day, which is hidden and sealed,
approaches. This is the appointed day, regarding which “the
heart has not revealed to the mouth.” That is, the day that
God did not make known to any prophet or seer. In fact, it still
does not actually exist in the world of visions. Only when the
time arrives for this to take place, says the Lord, God, then it
will be recognized that “That is the day I have spoken about.”
Only on the day when all this occurs will it be unveiled as the
time that has been foretold. Only then will it make its physical
impression on the world, the world of action.

VERSES 9-10
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The inhabitants of the cities of Israel, who had not gone out
to war this whole time, will go out to collect the spoils. They
will then take the weapons to set them on fire, for they will no
longer need weapons, now that the Lord fights for them. They
will only be useful as kindling for fires — for warmth or as fuel
for baking in their ovens.

That is what will become of the weapons — the shields and
bucklers, the bows and arrows, the war clubs and spears. The

machinery of war will thus be repurposed until all forms of
weaponry will be obsolete, as it is written, “Nation shall not lift
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore,”
“And they shall beat their swords into plowshares” (Isaiah 2:4).

The weapons will be so plentiful that they can be used for fire-
wood for seven years without needing to collect wood from
the fields, as is commonly done in areas with sparse forests.

And even in places where there are forests, and the wood of
scattered thorny bushes is available, they will not cut down
the trees from the forests. No one will propose to make it eas-
ier on obtaining fuel by cutting down trees from the nearby
forests, for collecting the weapons will be easier due to their
abundance.

“They will plunder those who plundered them and loot those
who looted them, declares the Sovereign God.” Since they are
already going out to plunder and loot, they will also gather iron
from any remaining weapons from their plunder, to repurpose
these weapons as tools, but they will burn the wood.

VERSES 11-12
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“And it will come to pass on that day.” In earlier times, the
prophet Daniel prophesied that on that fateful day, Gog “will
pitch his royal pavilion between the sea and the beautiful, holy
mountain, and he will meet his end” (Daniel 11:45). There, Gog
will set up a general encampment between the sea and Mount
Zion. That place will serve as a grave for his entire camp, as
God says, “Twill give Gog a place for burial in Israel, the Valley
of the Travelers to the east of the sea.”

East of the sea, where Gog will erect his pavilion, there is a






valley between two mountains, which block the way and pre-
vents passage. Those traveling through this valley east of the
sea are forced to detour along its path as opposed to passing
through directly.

There Gog and his multitude will fall by the hand of the Lord
as they return to their tents by the shore, and there they will
be buried. This place will thus become known as the Valley of
Gog's Multitude.

They will not bury their own fallen, for they will all perish and
none of them will be left to bury the others. Rather, the house
of Israel will bury them to cleanse the land from the decay,
stench, and impurity. This process of purification will last for
seven months.

VERSE 13

“And all the people of the land will bury them.” During a
plague, great care is taken to bury the dead. It is important
to be cautious, as bodies left unburied for several days may
emit decay and spread disease. A special task force is typically
gathered designated for burying the corpses, and the nation
takes precautionary measures to avoid contagion by maintain-
ing a safe distance from those who bury the bodies.

But in this case, all the people of the land will come together
to bury the dead. This will be a sign to the people that they are
protected by the Lord and need not fear contagion or plague,
as it is written, "You shall not be afraid for the terror by night;
nor for the pestilence that walks in darkness” (Psalms 91:5).

It shall be a day of great glory for the Lord, displaying His
honor and special providence over Israel, as it says, “on the
day I shall display My glory, declares the Sovereign God,”
shielding them from all harm, as it is written, “The Lord shall

preserve you from all evil” (Psalms 121:7).

VERSE 14
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All able-bodied individuals will be assigned the task of bury-
ing the fallen soldiers near the battlefield. In addition, specific
individuals will be tasked with traversing the land to bury those
who perished from the plague during their invasion, to cleanse
the land. That is, these fallen enemies will be buried on site in
order to purify the land.

The task at hand will be a lengthy one, spanning seven long
months. In that time, the decaying flesh would attract scaven-
gers, who would devour whatever remained of the slain. At the
end of the seven months, there will be an effort to collect and
properly bury any remaining bones. This search and examina-
tion is intended to ensure that the places of the burial of any
remnants are respectfully marked.

VERSE 15
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As this task force traversing the land makes its rounds, seven
months after the plague has ravaged it, one may come across
a human bone, depleted by this time of all of its flesh. That
person shall erect a tombstone or some other demarcation for
the location of the bones, so that the place will be recognized
and avoided, be it because of its impurity or to avoid contact
with the plague.

For their miraculous protection from the plague will last only
seven months. Therefore, the markers will warn others not to
come into contact with the burial spots, until they collect the
bones and interred them in the Valley of Gog's Multitude.






VERSE 16
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Just as the valley will be called the Valley of Gog's Multitude,
so too will the city where they pitched their tents near the
valley be called Hamona, the City of Gog’'s Multitude, to com-
memorate the miraculous event that took place there, which
brought the downfall of Gog’s hordes. This designation also
serves to brand the city as a place of impurity, akin to the
dwelling place of foreign nations. And in this way, they will
purify the land.

VERSES 17-18
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“"And you, O mortal.” Here God explains to the prophet why
at the end of seven months, there will be no more slain with
flesh upon them, because the Lord has prepared beasts and
birds to eat their flesh. “Thus says the Lord God: Speak to every
kind of bird and to all the wild animals: Gather” — referring to
those birds and beasts that are scattered — and come, assem-
ble together from all around. After they are gathered, they will
assemble together at the place of the slain.

The call here is for the birds and animals to assemble “for the
feast I am preparing for you, which is a great sacrificial feast
on the mountains of Israel.” The feast I am preparing for you
is great in terms of the fact that there is food provided, for
“There you shall eat the flesh of warriors and drink the blood
of the princes of the earth, who are all rams, lambs, he-goats
and bulls — all of them fatlings of Bashan, whose flesh and
blood are good.”

VERSE 19
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You shall eat fat to satiety, being ample in quantity, and drink
your fill of blood, sufficient to cause drunkenness, from the
feast I have prepared for you.

VERSE 20
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And you shall sate yourselves at My table. Even after the feast,
the table will remain set. Moreover, there will be horses and
chariots for you there among the remains of fallen warriors
and all the soldiers, as well as all kinds of food — declares the
Sovereign God.

VERSE 21
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And besides this, “I will display My glory among the nations,”
as it is written, "I will set a sign among them, and I will send
some of those who escape to the nations, etc,, and they will
see My glory among the nations” (Isaiah 66:19).

And the verse continues to explain that God's glory will be
expressed in the fact that “all the nations will see My judgment
that I have executed” against them in punishment for their
sins and in the place where they sinned, meting out justice
upon them measure for measure. Also, "My hand,” meaning
My power, “that I have wielded against them” will be appar-
ent, because the punishment will be miraculous, and they will
witness the strong hand of the Lord.

VERSE 22
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"And the house of Israel will know,” and as a result, two out-
comes will emerge. One, for the Jewish people, from that day
onward, they will know that I am the Lord their God, with My
divinity relating to them with guidance and providence that is
miraculous.

VERSES 23-24
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And the nations shall know that the House of Israel were exiled
only due to their iniquity, because they trespassed against Me,
so I hid My face from them and delivered them into the hands
of their adversaries, and they all fell by the sword.

The second outcome will be for non-Jews, regarding whom it
says, “And the nations shall know, etc.” For at first there was
the desecration of God's name, in two respects: Firstly regard-
ing the exile, for the nations of the world said that they are the
people of the Lord, yet they have been driven out of His land.
Yet now the nations will know that the Jewish people were
exiled due to their iniquity and for their own sins, because they
trespassed against Me, and therefore I hid My face from them.

Secondly the desecration of God's name during the times
of exile, as there were several times when they were sold for
slaughter, yet the Lord did not save them. Now the nations
of the world will know that I delivered them into the hands
of their adversaries, and they all fell by the sword during the
persecution and decrees of the times of exile, “"When I hid My
face from them, I dealt with them according to their impurity
and their transgressions.”

That is, this happened because of their uncleanness and their
transgressions. Therefore, I hid My face from them during the
times of exile. If it were not for their betrayal, they would not
have been exiled, and if not for their transgressions, I would
not have hidden My face, even during the times of exile.

VERSE 25
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Therefore, thus says the Lord, God, with regard to the exile, 1
will now bring back the captives of Jacob.” And in response to
the troubles the Jewish people suffered during the exile, "I will
have compassion on the whole house of Israel.”

Here the term “Jacob” refers to the Ten Tribes, who were exiled
but did not suffer relentless persecution, so they only need to
be returned. “Israel” refers to the tribes of Judah and Benjamin,
who suffered many tribulations and therefore need especial
compassion. But since there was a desecration of My name, "1
will be zealous for My holy name.”

VERSE 26

........

00 I

They will then forget the shame of exile and they will be
atoned for all the trespasses they committed against Me. They
will dwell upon their land securely and without fear, and they
will never be exiled again.

VERSE 27
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Regarding “their trespasses,” the prophet says in the name
of God, "When I have brought them back from among the
nations (for they were not scattered among them), and gath-
ered them out of the lands of the nations of their enemies they
were dispersed in.”

“"And I will be sanctified in them before the eyes of many
nations,” through their good deeds and through the miracles
God will perform for them, and thus their trespasses will be
forgotten.






VERSES 28-29
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They will then come to know and recognize that even thoughI
exiled them to foreign nations, I remained the Lord their God,
and that the exile was not for their detriment but for their
benefit, under My particular providence.

For the former redemption and building of the Second Holy
Temple, which involved Cyrus the Great (i.e., Koresh, son of
King Achashverosh (Xerxes) and Queen Esther), was not a true
redemption, nor was it the anticipated rectification. Rather, it
was deficient in four respects:

1. They went to rebuild the Temple by the will of Cyrus, whereas
then, in the time of the future redemption, "I will personally

gather them to their land.”

2. In the time of Cyrus, not all of the Jewish people returned
to the land of Israel, but then, in the future redemption, “I will
leave none of them behind.”

3. In the past redemptions, God chose to subsequently con-
ceal His face from them, such as in the eras of the Greeks and
Romans. But in the future, "I will never again hide My face from
them.”

4. In the time of Second Holy Temple, the holy spirit and
prophecy were taken away from them (as it was said, "Five
things were lacking in the Second Holy Temple,” see below).
However, there will come a day when “I shall pour out My
Spirit upon the house of Israel, declares the Sovereign God,”
and they will once again be blessed with the holy spirit and
prophecy.






THE FIVE THINGS MISSING IN THE SECOND HOLY TEMPLE

1. Ark, Cover and Cherubim: These central items housed in the Holy of Holies were absent in the Second Temple,
which fundamentally impacted the nature of the space where God's presence was believed to dwell. Their absence
indicated that God's presence was not residing there as it had in the First Temple.

2. Fire: Although the Second Temple also had fire from heaven present
on the altar, it lacked the intensity and divine assistance in consuming

the offerings. This contrasted with the First Temple, where the fire was 3 ",' STVVTIVIIIN

more vigorous and depicted as crouching like a lion, symbolizing its p| 2% W T
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divine strength and presence.

3. Divine Presence: The divine presence itself was markedly less
apparent in the Second Temple. The text suggests that the full resting
of the divine presence that characterized the First Temple was absent in
the Second Temple, affecting the spiritual experience and the sanctity
of the rituals performed there.

4. Holy Spirit: The decline of prophetic activity and the absence of

the holy spirit from the Second Temple period highlight a spiritual
diminishment compared to the First Temple. The loss of spiritual sensi-
tivity also signifies a broader cessation of direct divine communication
through prophets, which had been a prominent feature of the earlier period.

5. The Urim and Tummim: Though present in a physical sense, the Urim and Tummim in the Second Temple were not
utilized for divine inquiry, reflecting the absence of the necessary spiritual conditions — specifically, the presence of the
holy spirit and the divine presence required for their function.












